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ON THE FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GLEE CLUB

Congratulations to the Glee Club on the completion of forty years
of its history. During these forty years it has made thousands of people happy with its songs, won
many honors, and established a great tradition. It has given to hundreds of students who have
served as Glee Club members a happy memory of their college years. It has brought fame to Seinan
Gakuin through its accomplishments. Certainly we can look back over these forty years with a sense
of pride and achievement.

As faculty advisor of the Glee Club for the past seven years, it has been my privilege to share in
many of the events of its recent history. I have attended most of the annual concerts held in the city
of Fukuoka. I have been present when the Glee Club won the local and district contests during the
past years. sometimes I have traveled to nearby cities in Kyushu to be present for concerts during
the summer concert tour. I have been with the Glee Club to Air Force Bases for special Christmas
concerts, and have had a part in the annual Christmas programs with Seinan Jo Gakuin. I have
enjoyed the “Singing Christmas” each year with the Chanteurs.

But the greatest pleasure has been the personal contacts I've had with the Glee Club members
through the years—attending practices, going to welcome parties for the new members and farewell
parties for the graduates, and having the Glee Club in our home on special occasions. For allowing
me to have a part in the life of the Glee Club during these years, I am deeply grateful. I think of
many of the fine young men who sang with the Glee Club and graduated, and who after many years
remember the Glee Club and continue to give it support. I think especially of those who have led the
Glee Club, the directors and managers, whose leadership abilities continue to be seen in their
contribution to the social and cultural life of Japan.

The most vivid experience of these seven years was that when Ozaki-san was killed in an
automobile accident a few years ago. Ozaki-san had a beautiful tenor voice, and he loved to sing as
much as anyone I've ever known. I remember the way he sang at the Christmas party a few days
before his death. When the news came that he had been killed, I could not believe it. I remember the
funeral at Kego Church, when the members told about Ozaki-san's hard work and his love of the
Glee Club. I remember the way in which the Glee Club sang that day, with all its heart. That
experience stands out to me as a symbol of the spirit of fellowship and unity with which the Glee
Club works. When I think of the typical Glee Club member, I think of Ozaki-san, who loved to sing
and gave everything for the sake of the Glee Club.

During these seven years there have been hard times and easy times, failure and success. But the
spirit has always been the same, to give all one's strength and to do one's best. Though there are
many members who fall out each year for various reasons, there have always been those who have
continued to work hard during all their college years for the sake of the Glee Club. Through all the
years, I have admired the faithfulness with which the Glee Club practices each day, working for

hours on one piece of music to be able to sing it in the best way. There have been those with unusual
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musical talent in the Glee Club through the years, but it has been the pride of the whole group and
its determination to do its best which has made the Glee Club what it is,

I think there has been steady improvement through the years, that the Glee Club has grown as
Seinan has grown. We have a right to be proud of the accomplishments of the past. But there is a
saying in English, “Hats off to the past, coats off to the future. "When we take our hats off, it means
we are giving honor to someone. When we take our coats off, it means that we are going to work. We
honor the past of the Glee Club for its accomplishments and tradition. But now we must work even
harder, so that the next forty years will be even more glorious than the past.

John W.shepard, Jr.
EF I PR TSR - 7Y — 2 7 T HR)
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A Message to Our Glee Club

How important it is to keep an exact record of our institutions!

There is no record of the time when the Glee Club of Seinan Gakuin began about 40 years ago. But
from its very beginning it was making friends for the school. As early as 1920 it gladdened the harts
of the Woman's Domeikai at Sunoko Machi Baptist Church, by singing two beautiful hymns as
double Quartettes. The Glee Club often sang in college chapel and when the English Speaking
society hsd! special programs they also helped with beautiful selections. They did much in building
the Seinan spirit. Members of the English speaking faculty — Misses Baker, and Fulghum and Dr. G.
W. Bouldin helped direct and encourage the Club in the early days. Compositions of Schubert,
Beethoven and other famous musicians were sung by the Club. When Mr. Nakai, teacher of violin
organized a string orchestra in the school, concerts were given by the Glee Club and orchestra that
delighted large audience in Fukuoka. On October 12, 1935 the Glee Club and orchestra went to
Kokura to assist in a welcome Concert for Miss Helen Dozier, the new music director of Seinan Jo
Gakuin.

Mr. R. Tokunaga, who held a teachers license from Kyushu university for teaching music In high
schools, was director for several years and brought the Glee Club singing into local popularity. The
dictionary says, “Music is the science or art of pleasing by intelligible or expressive combination of
tones. ” Seinan was pleased with the high toned music that the Club presented to the public. The
purpose of the Club was to please and elevate the taste of its audience.

There are many popular songs today that are not music. They are little more than a noise, that do
not create a desire for the happier better things of life. A popular song of a few years ago was— “I am
forever blowing bubbles, pretty bubbles in the air, Like my dreams, they fade and die. ” Is it wise to
use our times in practising? songs that do notplease3, elevate, or give purpose to life? The history of
a nation is portrayed in the songs they sing.

The world is literally filled with music. Christianity is a religion of song. It is full of major, not

minor tones. It brings peace, faith, hope, and love to the human heart. The story of the first
Christmas began with music.
That music sung by the angels was understood by lowly shepherds and filled their hearts with joy
and hope. The Bible closes with an Alleluia chorus. All music is not light lyric, but some of the world's
most beautiful music gives comfort and assurance to hearts that are lonely and sad, such as
Tennyson's famous song, “In Memoriam” .

Music can only bring true joy when the audience understands the words of a song. “The Swedish
Nightingale” dJenny Lind, has given the world an illustration of the purpose and effect of singing. As

she was going to U.S.A. for her first concert tour she said to the captain of her ship, “I wish I could

VRO FE  had 70 ?
2 JHXX D E F : practicing ?
3 JAXDE F : not please ?
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see the sun-rise at sea.” He called her early next morning. She stood beside him and watched the
changing colors in the eastern sky. Then suddenly the sun seemed to leap from the horizon.
Spontaneously she burst into song, unconscious of the Captain and sailors, she sang Aria after aria
of Handel's “Messiah” Then, she unashamedly changed into a sublime climax. As she sang, “I
know that my Redeemer liveth”, her faith in the unseen God echoed in the hearts of the sailors they
too, knew better than ever before that our Redeemer lives. She said, “I always sing to the glory of God.
Such singing strengthened countless numbers of people all over the world.

The world's famous Melba—who was said to have a voice as precious as gold, sang to do Marian
Crawford. As she sang she saw tearsstreaming? down his face. She did not want to ask why he was
so moved, so she said. “Will you please write your name in my address book?” He wrote in her book,

“I believe in the resurrection of the dead” Melba had sung the message contained in Jno. 11:25.
When the beautiful singer read this words she said, that that was the greatest tribute she had ever
received, “Music leads, not drives men to God.”

Franz Joseph Hayden became famous for his musical compositions. When he was old and feeble
his admiring friends carried him into the concert hall where his beautiful oratorio, “The Creation”
was being given. When the chorus sang the famous passage “Let there be light” the audience rose
and cheered again and again. The old musician pointing heavenward exclaimed, “It came from
there” . “It Came from there.” His great music was inspired.

We rejoice in the splendid work of Seinan Gakuin Glee Club. We hope that you will inspire people
all over Japan, by your fine singing. The Seinan Glee Club can best please the audience when it sings
in the language that is familiar to those who hear. Music sung in language that is not understood by
those who sing it, and also poorly pronounced in a foreign tongue, cannot have the pleasing effect
that it would have if the meanings were understood by the audience. Most people enjoy your program
in English and Japanese. We belive® Seinan will promote friendship with the rest of the world
through its Glee Club. Carry the Seinan Spirit wherever you go.

Mes. C. K. Dozier
(EZIIANIEC. K. F—=Y v —RA)

4 JHXLODE F : tears streaming ?
5 JLXXDE E : believe ?
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